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must be held responsible for the despotism of expense
Her prosperity, the splendour which so much man-
hood and talent and perseverance has thrown upon
vulgar aims, is the very argument of materialism.
Her success strengthens the hands of base wealth.
Who can propose to youth poverty and wisdom when
mean gain has arrived at the conquest of letters and
arts; when English success has grown out of the very
renunciation of principles, and the dedication to out-
sides 1 A civility of trifles, of money and expense,
an erudition of sensation takes place, and the putting
as many impediments as we can between the man
and his objects. Hardly the bravest among them
have the manliness to resist it successfully. Hence,
it has come, that not the aims of a manly life, but
the means of meeting a certain ponderous expense, is
that which is to be considered by a youth in Eng-
land, emerging from his minority. A large family is
reckoned a misfortune. And it is a consolation in
the death of the young that a source of expense is
closed